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HARRIS SPARROW 
Adult in full breeding plumage 
Adulr shortly after first postnuptial molt 
Adult shortly before second prenuptial molt 
Immature in first winter plumage 
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Nesting Birds on a Keith County Farm 
Mrs. Carl N. Collister 
The observations presented here were made during 
the latter half of June, 1949, on the E. R. Maunder 
farm in the North Platte valley eight miles northwest 
of Paxton, Nebraska. When Mr. Maunder bought the place 
in 1909 the timber'claim cottonwapds were already very 
large and must have been at least twenty years old. 
Now, forty years later, an estimated three-fourths of 
them are dead. The ash trees have fared somewhat better 
with possibly one-half of the original number still 
surviving. In the ten-acre grove are also a few American 
elms, Chinese elms, box elders, willows and red cedars. 
Besides 157 acres of tilled land, the, farm includes 
30 acres of alfalfa, about 75 acres of native grass 
pasture, 36 acres of meadow hayland and the 10-acre 
homestead. An irrigation ditch flows through the farm, 
and a few rods away a drainage ditch carries excess 
water off the meadow. There is a small marsh in the 
pasture. 
Observations were also made along the nearby North 
Platte River and in the hills just south of the farm. 
No collecting was done and no attempt made to determine 
subspecies. There follows a list of the species seen 
together with the nesting observations. 
Double-crested Cormorant. One or more observed 
flying over grove nearly every day. One on sandbar in 
river. 
Common Mallard. Pair evidently nesting in marsh, 
female circled above my head as long as I stayed in 
the vicinity. Several flocks flying over river. 
Great Blue Heron. Two in river, one flying upstream 
over irrigation ditch. 
1 
2 Nebraska' Bh'd' Flevie,w 
Sora. One flushed from nest in mllrsh. Beautifully 
constructed nest 'of grass .. and weeds; sedge drawn 
together at t9P to form a canopy over .. ,the eleven eggs. 
Wilson's Phalarope. One pai,r flew around,.uttering 
agitated little cries whenever T approached a .cert'ain 
spot in pasture, but nest not found. 
Upland Plover. Three greatly disturbed by my 
presence in the meadow. Scolded' and occasionally 
gave their characteristic wh.istle. Since . females' are 
difficult. to flush from the nest, the three in the air 
may have been males, representing three· pairs. 
Spotted ,Sandpiper. Two feeding alonp; the edge of 
shallow river channel • 
. Long-billed Curlew. One flyingiabove river. -None 
seen in pasture where thirty.to forty years ago several 
pairs nested each summer. 
Killdeer. Common along river. 
Bob-white. Heard at river. (Usually a covey :m 
grove during winter months.) 
Ring-necked Pheasant. Heard nearly every day, one 
seen on ditch bank. 
Mourning Dove. Abundant resident in grove and along 
river. Nearly f~ll-grown young observed with parents 
on June 20. 
Rock Dove. A pair make their permanent home under a 
ditch bridge. Nest and two eggs noted. 
Swainson's Hawk. One soaring over grove was attacked 
and driven off by a western kingbird. 
Golden Eagle. One in tree on river bank. 
Sparrow Hawk. Juvenal banded June 17. At least two 
pairs nesting in opposite corners of grove. One ob-
served 'dive-bombing' a horned owl in tree on ditch 
bank; no effect on owl. 
Screech Owl. Pair of adults, two or more juvenals 
observed in leafy American elms. 
Horned Owl. One seen in grove, another (or perhaps 
the same one) on ditch bank. 
Burrowing Owl. Three or more .pairs .. nesting in 
prairie dog town four miles down the valley. 
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Yellow~billed Cuckoo. At least two pairs nesting 
in grove. Another pair in willow tree on ditch bank 
(one observed carrying food June 20). Several along 
ri ver. 
Belted Kingfisher. Pair seen several times along 
irrigation ditch. One at river. 
Red-headed Woodpecker. Very numerous, not less 
than 25 pairs. 
Yellow-shafted Flicker. Also very abundant. Adults 
seen feeding young June 20. 
Nighthawk. One observed in air, one on ground pre-
tending inj ury. 
Eastern Kingbird. Several pairs in grove. One drove 
off sparrow hawk from vicinity of nest. 
Western Kingbird. Probably more abundant than 
eastern species. Dead nestling carried by adult, 
dropped at our feet. 
Horned Lark. Several pairs in plowed fields and 
along roadside. 
Magpie. Several in fields, one near river. 
Blue Jay. Two nests found in grove. Nestling banded 
June 27. 
American Crow. Not common, two or three noted. 
Starling. Very numerous. Many seen carrying food 
to woodpecker holes where they undoubtedly nested. 
Cowbird. Pair at river. Eight on fence near ditch 
June 23. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird. One seen at small marsh. 
Red-winged Blackbird. Very common around marshy 
spots. Nest on top of grass hummock found June 23. 
Contained four eggs. 
Western '.leadowlark. lleard singing every day. Sev-
eral seen in meadow; nest found in pasture. Flock of 
twelve noted June 28. 
Orchard Oriole. One-year male in song, adult male 
made frequent trips to large cottonwood tree, probably 
feeding young. Both adult and one-year male seen at 
river. 
Baltimore Oriole. One pair in grove, one male at 
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Bronzed Grackle. Several pairs. Juvenal found 
drowned in tank. 
Eastern Goldfinch. One noted flying and singing just 
outside of grove. 
Grasshopper Sparrow. Several flushed each time 
meadow was visited. 
Lark Sparrow. Common along foot of bluffs one-
quarter mile south of grove. 
Field Sparrow. One near river. 
Blue Grosbeak. One on bank of irrigation ditch 
in clump of wild rose bushes. One at foot of bluffs 
south of farm. 
Lark Bunting. Rather common on table land south and 
west of farm. 
Cliff Swallow. Seen along ditches, never more than 
one pair at a time. 
Barn Swallow. Pair built nest in dairy barn, and 
after nest was destroyed built outside of barn under 
eaves. 
Bank Swallow. Pair at river. 
Bell's Vireo. Common along river. 
Yellow Warbler. One noted in grove, several at river. 
Northern Yellow-throat. One in grove, one on ditch 
bank, several at river. 
Catbird. Seen "and heard both in grove and at river, 
not common. 
Brown Thrasher. One pair nested in lilac bush, one 
pair in Virginia creeper. Pair seen on ditch bank, 
several pairs at river. 
Rock Wren. Two found on rocky hillside south of 
farm, in song. Four noted six miles southwest, carrying 
food, nests not found. 
House Wren. At least three pairs in grove. 
Prairie Marsh Wren. One glimpsed on edge of mrrsh 
in pasture. 
Eastern Robin. None in grove. 
Only ones seen were several miles 
Route 2, Box 243, Greeley, Colorado. 
(Too many cats). 
down the valley. 
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Twenty-five Year Summary of 
Bird Migration in Nebraska 
Part 1 - Loons to Herons 
William F. Rapp, Jr. 
5 
The 1949 spring migration report marks the twenty-
fifth year that the members of the Nebraska Ornithol-
ogists' Union have carried on this cooperative project. 
We now have a large number of records, which although of 
value as they stand, could be summarized and analyzed to 
yield information of even greater value. This is the 
first in a series of papers, the purpose of which is 
threefold: 
1. To summarize the spring migration data. 
2. To determine the earliest and latest dates for the 
first appearance of birds at various stations 
in Nebraska. 
3. To determine what our common spring hirds are. 
Table 1 gives a list of the areas where spring mig-
ration observers have worked: 
Table 1 
Years 
Hastings 
Fairbury 
Lincoln 
Omaha 
Participating 
25 
Red Cloud 
Stapleton 
Superior 
North Platte 
24 
21 
21 
17 
15 
7 
6 
Years 
Bladen 
Participating 
4 
Chadron 
N. Platte-Stapleton 
Blue Springs 
Brady 
Brule 
Antelope County 
Aurora 
Crete 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
Figure 1 is a map showing the distribution of the 
spring migration observation stations in Nebraska. 
In the summary the number in brackets indicates the 
number of records for the particular species at a given 
station. The dates given are the extremes and are for 
first occurrence only. 
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figure 1 
Cooperative Bird Migratian Stations 1925.1949 
Coornon Loon 
Gavia immer immer (Brunnick) 
Omaha (2) Mar. 29 1949 May 5, 1935 
Lesser Loon 
Gavia imaer elasson (Bishop) 
Omaha (2) Apr. 1, 1933 May 13, 1945 
North Platte- Stapleton (I) Mar.16, 1944 
Red Cloud (1) Apr. 7. 1941 
Red-throated Loon 
Gavia stellata (Pontoppidan) 
Omaha (2) Apr. 17, 1929 Apr. 22, 1930 
Holboell's Grebe 
Colynbus grisegena holboelli (Reinhardt) 
Omaha (1) Apr. 7, 1929 
Horned Grebe 
COlyabus auritus (Linnaeus) 
Hastings (1) Apr. 19, 1928 
North Platte (3) Apr. 17, 1949 Jun. 3, 1938 
Omaha (2) Apr. 12, 1927 Apr. 19, 1947 
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Eared Grebe 
Colyabus nigricollis cal i fornicus (Heermann) 
Brule (2) Apr. 11, 1948 Apr. 27, 1949 
Fairbury (8) Apr. 17, 1935 May 15, 1943 
Hastings (12) Apr. 4, 1929 May 19, 1937 
Lincoln (10) Apr. 2, 1949 May 16, 1931 
North Platte (3) May 3, 1947 Jun. 3, 1939 
North Platte~tapleton (2) Apr. 29, 1935 Apr. 20, 1944 
Omaha (5 ) Apr. 11, 1929 May 7, 1941 
Red Cloud (3) May 8, 1938 May 17, 1934 
Stapleton (6) Apr. 16, 1939 Jun. 6, 1941 
Western Grebe 
Aechmophorus occidentalis (Lawrence) 
Crete (1) May 12, 1949 
Fairbury (1) May 12, 1948 
Lincoln (1) Jun. 3, 1935 
North Platte (3) May 3, 1949 May 17, 1941 
Omaha (1) Mar. 4, 1932 
Pied-billed Grebe 
Podilyl/lbus podiceps podiceps (Linnaeus) 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 30, 1949 
Brule (1) Apr. 11, 1948 
Crete (1) Apr. 24, 1948 
Fairbury (14) Apr. I, 1945 May 12, 1948 
Hastings (21) Mar. 12, 1931 Jun. 9, 1946 
Lincoln (11) Mar. 29, 1949 May 26, 1943 
North Platte (6) Apr. 10, 1949 May 4, 1937 
North Platte-Stapleton (2) Apr. 2, 1944 May 3, 1936 
Omaha (17) Mar. 4, 1932 Apr. 30, 1933 
Red Cloud ( 4) Apr. 17. 1938 May 12, 1936 
Stapleton (11) Mar. 24, 1946 Apr. 28, 1938 
Superior (2) May 9, 1925 Apr. 18, 1926 
White Pelican 
Pelecanus erythrorhynchos (Gmel in) 
Blue Springs (1) Apr. 7, 1948 
Brule (2) Apr. 11, 1948 Apr. 14, 1949 
Hastings (10) Mar. IS, 1931 Jun. 9, 1949 
Lincoln (6) Apr. 10, 1926 May 14, 1929 
North Platte (6) Apr. 10, 1938 Jun. I, 1941 
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North Platte-Stapleton 
Omaha (8) 
Red Cloud (4) 
Stapleton (8) 
(2) Apr. 1, 1936 Apr. 12, 1935 
Apr. 13, 1941 Jun. 18, 1944 
Mar. 25, 1935 May 10, 1941 
Apr. 6, 1949 Apr. 22, 1943 
Eastern Brown Pelican 
Pelecanus occidentalis occidentalis (Linnaeus) 
North Platte (1) May 9, 1937 
Double-crested Cormorant 
Phalacrocorax aunitus aunitus (Lesson) 
Brady (1) May 17, 1948 
Brule (3) Mar. 30, 1947 Apr. 18, 1949 
Hastings (1) Apr. 9, 1927 
Lincoln (1) May 14, 1926 
~orth Platte (4) Mar. 9, 1947 May 6, 1937 
Omaha (5) Apr. 5, 1949 May 17, 1930 
Stapleton (1) May 16, 1948 
Great Blue Heron 
Ardea herodias herodias (Linnaeus) 
Bladen (1) May 3, 1948 
Blue Springs (2) Apr. 9, 1947 Jun. 1, 1949 
Brule (3) Mar. 29, 1948 Apr. 1O, 1949 
Chadron (1) Apr •. 15, 1949 
Fairbury (16) Mar. 10, 1942 Jun. 1, 1948 
Hastings (8) Mar. 27, 1933 May 19, 1928 
Lincoln (6) Apr. 1, 1929 May 4, 1933 
North Platte (7) Apr. 4, 1937 Jun. 26. 1938 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Apr. 3, 1936 Apr. 16, 1944 
Omaha (20) Mar. 14, 1943 May 19, 1934 
Red Cloud (2) May 2, 1939 May 20, 1942 
Stapleton (12) Feb. 22, 1949 May 1, 1938 
American Egret 
Caslllerodius albus egre t ta (Gme lin) 
Hastings (1) Apr. 14, 1936 
North Platte (1) May 14, 1949 
Omaha (1) May 29, 1941 
Stapleton (2) Apr. 9, 1949 Jun. 15, 1943 
Snowy Egret 
Egretta thula thula (Molina) 
North Platte (2 ) May 1, 1949 May 21, 1938 
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Little Blue Heron 
Florida caerulea caerulea (Linnaeus) 
Brule (1) May 23, 1948 
Fairbury (1) May 12, 1947 
Hastings (9) Apr. 24, 1932 Jun. 19, 1939 
Omaha (2) Apr. 30, 1926 Jun. 1, 1947 
Eastern Green Heron 
Butorides virescens 
Blue Springs (2) 
Fairbury (18 
Hastings (23) 
Lincoln (10) 
North Platte (2) 
virescens (Linnaeus) 
Apr. 23, 1949 May 17, 
Mar. 16, 1944 May 15, 
Apr. 13, 1930 Jun. 1, 
Apr. 11, 1926 May 30, 
May 1, 1948 May 30, 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1947 
1947 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) 
Omaha (12) 
Red Cloud (4) 
Superior (2) 
May 15, 1935 
Apr. 21, 1949 
Apr. 19, 1935 
Apr. 30, 1931 
May 25, 1941 
May 13, 1934 
May 12, 1929 
Black-crowned Night Heron 
Nycticorax nycticorax hoactli (Gmelin) 
Bladen (l) May 19, 1949 
Brule (3) Apr. 21, 1949 Apr. 28, 
Hast.ings (23) Apr. 3, 1932 May 8, 
Fairbury (2) May 7, 1932 May 26, 
Lincoln (6) Apr. 10, 1927 May 12, 
North Platte (7) Apr. 18, 1937 May 12, 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Mar. 29, 1936 Apr. 20, 
Omaha (11) Apr. 7, 1944 Jun. 19, 
Stapleton (10) Apr. 19, 1940 Jun. 1, 
Superior (1) May 9, 1925 
Yellow-crowned Night Heron 
Nyctanassa violacea violacea (Linnaeus) 
Hastings (2) Apr. 10, 1939 Apr. 22, 
Omaha (2) /vlay 23, 1943 May 26, 
American Bittern 
Botaurus lentiginosus (Montagu) 
Antelope County (1) Apr. 17, 1949 
Aurora (1) May 5, 1949 
Bladen (1) May 10, 1946 
Blue Springs (1) May 7, 1949 
1947 
1927 
1936 
1931 
1949 
1944 
1926 
1947 
1943 
1948 
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Brule (2) Apr. 3, 1949 Apr. 18, 1948 
Chadron (1) May I, 1949 
Crete (1) May 12, 1949 
Fairbury (20) Apr. I, 1944 May 27, 1934 
Hastings (22) Apr. 11, 1948 May 24, 1938 
Lincoln (6) Apr. 18, 1925 May I, 1930 
North Platte (7 ) Apr. 16, 1939 May 9, 1937 
North Platte- Stapleton (3) Apr. 19, 1936 Apr. 27, 1935 
Omaha (10) Apr. 19, 1949 Jun. 9, 1928 
Red Cloud (7 ) Apr. 26, 1927 May 23, 1929 
Stapleton (11) Apr. 11, 1947 May 9, 1937 
Superior (1) May 9, 1925 
Eastern Least Bittern 
lxobrychus exilis exilis (GmeZin) 
Fairbury (3) May I, 1945 May 12, 1936 
Hastings (3) May 14, 1927 May 17, 1931 
Lincoln (2) Apr. 22, 1926 May 30, 1925 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Mar. 30, 1935 
Omaha (4) May 17, 1930 Jun. 2, 1928 
Red Cloud (9) May 1, 1931 May 30, 1942 
Doane College, Crete 
The colored plate, used as a frontispiece for this 
volume, originally appeared in the September 1929 issue 
of the Wilson Bulletin, where it accompanied an article 
by the late Myron H. Swenk and Professor O. A. Stevens, 
and was to appear in the groposed Birds of Nebraska. The 
painting was donated by Dr. George M. Sutton. The 
method by which this plate was financed is described in 
Letter of Irrformati'QIl No. 44. (Oct. IS, 1929). Forty-
Seven of our members contributed a total of $54.50; five 
bird enthusiasts from Iowa, South Dakota, and Ohio con-
tributed $8.00; the authors contributed 128.50, and the 
Wilson Ornithological Club contributed 129.00. One hun-
dred dollars was taken from the treasury of the N. O. U. 
to make up the balance of the $220, which was the cost 
of making the four color engraving and printing copies 
of the plate. 
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Announcements 
Attention, cooperators of the Spring Bird ~Iigration 
and Occurrence Report. Now that The Nebraska Bird 
Review is being published quarterly it'will be necessary 
to receive the report forms not later than July 15, so 
that the report can be published in the October issue. 
A tremendous amount of time and effort is required to 
~repare the spring migration table and the Editor will 
appreciate the efforts of all observers to get this 
report in as soon as possible after June 30. 
At the October Executive Meeting it was decided to 
hold an executive committee meeting not more than sixty-
five days, nor less than thirty-five days before the 
next annual meeting. At this meeting the executive 
committee will discuss the location of the 1951 annual 
meeting. If you are interested in having the 1951 
N. O. U. meeting in your city, please notify Miss Doris 
B. Gates, the Corresponding Secretary. 
Now that The Nebraska Bird Review is back to four 
issues a year, the Editor is in need of more material. 
Material for inclusion should be in the hands of the 
Editor by the twentieth of the month preceding publica-
tion. Material for the April issue should be sent to 
the Editor by March 20. 
The N. O. U. still needs,more cooperative bird mi-
gration reporters. We especially need people from those 
counties bordering on South Dakota and Wyoming. 
The center two pages of The Nebraska Bird Review 
will be devoted to bird art and photography. Persons 
having photographs, drawings, or paintings which they 
would like to publish should send them to Adrian C. Fox. 
Photo by Adrian C. Fox 
This nesting female Eastern Red-winged Blackbird, 
(Agelaius p. phoeniceus), partly obscured by shadows, 
has a sparrow-like appearance. Note the leaves of the· 
Common Hop, (Humulus lupulus) {right}, and Wolfberry, 
(Symphoricarpos occidentalis){left) . 
Photo by Adrian C. Fox 
Obligingly perching on the edge of her nest, the female 
Red Wing reveals a clutch of eggs two of which are not 
her own . The two smaller speckled eggs are those of the 
Eastern Cowbird, (Molothrus a. ater). Note the black 
horse hairs lining the nest. 
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General Notes 
Fall Migration Records from Hastings, Adams County. 
It is noteworthy that the following birds have been 
seen in the Hastings area this past fall (1949); Hut-
chin's Goose, October 23; Eastern Bob-white, October 
23; 36 Mourning Doves, December 2, 21 on December 29; 
Red-breasted Nuthatch, October 15; Ruby-crowned King-
let, October 5; Brown Thrasher, November 8; Baltimore 
Oriole, November 19 to December 6; Blue-headed Vireo, 
September 17, and Wilson's Warbler, September 17.- Mrs. 
A. H. Jones, Hastings. 
~ovember Bird Notes from Plattsmouth, Cass County. 
In spite 0f the open weather all November, our window 
feeders have been daily rendezvous for White~breasted 
l\uthatches, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Tufted Titmice, 
Chickadees, and Cardinals. Hairy, Downy, and Red-
bellied Woodpeckers and Flickers come to the suet 
feeders. Brown Creepers come for whatever the tree 
trunks offer. They seldom use the feeders. Juncos 
frequent the sh~ub borders and on warm clear days we 
hear Goldfinches 'perchickering' over. A single Mock-
ingbird was here today, eating from the barberries. 
The Red-breasted Nuthatches will take sunflower seeds 
from our hands in a second floor feeder. They act 
neither tame nor wild, just casual, regarding us as 
part of the natural scenery and, no doubt, a great con-
venience. It would seem the birds notice the dry 
weather for they all drink thirstily from the water 
provided. - ~\rs. Lorene D. Heineman, Plattsmouth. 
Notes from North Platte, Lincoln County. 
On the afternoon of April 18, ~k. Collister and I saw 
a pair of Horned Grebes (Coly.bus auritus) at Lake 
Maloney, six miles south of North Platte. They were 
near enough so that the rufous neck was clearly visible. 
Miss Doris Gates reported seeing a Horned Grebe at Lake 
McConaughy on April 23. Three Western Grebes (Aechmo-
phorus occidental is), also rare here, were seen on the 
lake above the diversion dam east of North Platte on 
May 3. 
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On May 14, I saw an American Egret (Casmerodius albus 
egretta) , fishing' in little White Horse Creek about 
five miles north of No~th Platte. It was nearly as 
large as a Great Blue Heron standing a few yards away, 
and the yellow bill and black legs were noted at close 
range. 
On May 1, with Miss Gates and three of her students, 
I observed a Snowy Egret (Leucophoyx t. thula) on the 
bank of the North Platte River just north of the city. 
We watched it at close range for several minutes, noting 
the black bill and legs and the long crest. When it 
flew away. the 'golden slippers' were plainly seen. 
Miss Beatrice Smith and Mrs. Virginia Brown of 
Hershey and I had been o,ut to see the Sandhill Cranes 
(Grus canadensis tabida) on March 18. As we were re-
turning to Hershey, we noted a very large white bird at 
considerable distance from the road. We were able to 
see the black bill and long neck, and concluded that it 
was a swan, probably a Whistling Swan (Cygnus colum-
bianus), though at that distance the yellow spot on the 
bill was not discernable. 
A Cinnamon Teal (Anas c. cyanoptera), uncommon 
migrant in this area, was observed on a small pond 
beside the road several miles west of North Platte on 
April 13, 14, and 19. On April 30 I saw a Cinnamon Teal 
about three miles north of North Platte on a pond in a 
hay meadow. 
Also on April 13, 14, and 19, in the same locality 
where the Teal was first seen, I noted a hybrid duck. 
Its general coloring was similar to the Cinnamon Teal. 
Head and neck were mostly dark brown, but the back of 
the head and neck were green. Wing patches were blue, 
under tail-coverts black with a patch on each side of 
pure white (as in the Blue-wing Teal). Under-parts 
were very light, almost white. This duck was fully 
as large as the Cinnamon Teal. 
A pair of courting American Bitterns (Botaurus lent-
iginosus), seen on April 28, were displaying their 
rarely seen white plumes. Forbush says 'A remarkable 
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characteristic consists of white nuptial plumes upon the 
sides of the neck or breast, which appear to be always 
concealed except when 'the birds are lh- .. forming their 
mating antics, when a plume is raised on each side high 
above the shoulder and becomes conspicuous against the 
darker plumage of the upper parts.' - Mrs. Carl 1\. 
Collister, Greeley, Colorado. 
Notes on the Nesting Activities of the Marsh Hawk. 
On a very sunshiny day in early March when the snow 
was still on, I first observed the male Marsh Hawk 
(Circus hudson ius) high in the air doing some spectac-
ular rolls and falls. His longest dives occurred over 
the- very spot where the nest was later discovered on 
April 20, 1948. 
The nest was composed of pulled brome straw laid in a 
slightly dished pile. The surrounding brome stood one 
foot above the nest. 
The female stayed on the empty nest from April 20 to 
24 on which day the first egg was laid. 
The eggs were laid on the following days: 
Apr. 24 - 1st egg Apr. 25 - 2nd egg 
Apr. 26 - 3rd egg Apr. 29 - 4th egg 
May 2 - 5th egg May 7 - 6th egg 
The eggs were very light blue in color. They were 
2 inches by lY. inches wide and were not tapered very 
much. 
Marsh Hawk - Powell, Nebr. Wallace Newell 
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During the laying period the male usually visited the 
nest between 9 and 10 A. M. The female left when he 
arrived. He sometimes settled momentarily on the eggs, 
but he stayed nearby until the female returned. On two 
occasions after the first egg was laid copulation oc-
curred at a short distance from the nest. 
My visits to the nest were less frequent after the 
sixth egg was laid so as not to disturb the hatching. 
On May 29 three chicks hatched. On May 31 the female 
was found dead a few feet away from the nest. The 
chicks were also dead.- Wallace Newell, Powell. 
Whooping Cranes at Lake McCOnaughy 
I sighted the two Whooping Cranes at the head of Lake 
McConaughy on October 14, 1949. They were feeding in a 
wheat field with a large flock of Sandhill Cranes. They 
stayed in the same area from the 13th until the 19th. 
I patrolled the area every day to see that they were 
not disturbed, and also for my own pleasure in watching 
their habits. I made several attempts to get pictures 
of them. In midday while they were feeding I crawled to 
a fence line about 200 yards from the birds and had 
another warden, Lee Bowers, drive them over me. 
They only associated with the Sandhill Cranes while 
feeding; while resting in the river or sometimes in the 
shallow water at the head Qf the lake, they would always 
choose a bar to themselves. 
It was a sight few people will ever be able to enjoy 
if the reports are true that only some thirty-odd birds 
are left. - Loron Bunney, ~allala. 
-t-L 
• . 
.. .. 
Two Whooping Cranes Photo by Loron Bunney 
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Book Reviews 
Wildfowling in the Mississippi Flyway. edited ,by Eugene 
V. Connett. D. Vanl\iostr,andCOIIlpany, Inc., 250 Fourth 
Avenue, New York 3, New York, 1949: xvi - 387 pp. $12.00 
Here is 8 complete and authentic work on the ducks and geese which 
use the Mississippi flyway. The book is not written by one man, but 
by a large group of men who know the region which makes up the Miss-
issippi flyway. Frederick C. Lincoln of the Fish and Wildlife Service 
has contributed the opening chapter which presents an over-all view 
of the Mississippi flyway. lne next seventeen chapters discuss the 
flyway as it occurs in the various states through which it goes. 
There is a chapter dealing with research on wildfowl which does a good 
Job of discussing what the various states are doing to improve the 
duck and geese population. The last two chapters are of special in-
terest to the sportsman, since they deal with duck calling and the 
making of duck decoys. 
As a complete source of information dealing with the Mississippi 
flyway this book is the best that has heen written to date. Unfor-
tunately Nebraska is omitted, because it is not considered as lying 
within the Mississippi fl~ay. To one who has worked in Nebraska 
':.his is a serious error and a grave omission. There is very little 
doilht that northeastern Nebraska aDd the Missouri River Valley do form 
an integral part of the Mississippi flyway. 
This book is one that l,ooks at the wildfowl from poth the sports-
man's angle and the ornithologist's angle. Both groups will, by 
reading this book, gain a better picture of one of our most important 
wildlife resources. To the bird student who is a specialist on ducks 
and geese and to the sportsman who ~s interested in this group of 
birds, Mr. Connett has heen able to produce an important addition to 
the ornithological literature of the middle section of North America. 
-W.F.R. 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Library 
The Nebraska Ornithologists' Union Library, housed in the 
University of Nebraska State Museum was estsblished in 1933. 
The Library is maintained entirely by exchanges and gifts of 
books, pamphlets, reprints, and ornithological journals from 
membera and friends of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union. The 
Library currently receives over 34 periodicsls as gifts and in 
exchange for The Nebraska Bird Review. Any item in the Library 
may be borrowed by members of the Union. The borrower shall pay 
for the postage and insurance. Inquiries and requests by 
borrowers, as well as gifts of books, pamphlets, reprints, and 
magazines should be addressed to: Thomas B. Thorson, University 
of Nebraska State Museum, Lincoln, Nebraska. 
Manuscript Rules and Suggestions 
Manuscripts for publication should be sent to the Editor, 
William F. Rapp, Jr., Department of Biology, Doane College, 
Crete, Nebrasks. No manuscript which has been published else-
where, either wholly or in essential part will be accepted for 
publica tion. 
Articles will be published in order of receipt. Date of 
receipt will be that date on which copy is accepted in final 
form for publication. Clarity, comprehensiveness and concise-
ness are most desirable. The manuscript should be clearly 
typewritten, double spaced, on one side of the paper only. 
Author's complete address should appear at the upper right-hand 
corner of the first page. Technical and vernacular names of 
birds should follow the A. O. U. checklist. 
Tables are expensive. They should always be reduced by 
authors to the simplest form. Excessive tables will be charged 
to the authors. 
No proofs will be sent to authors. 
Reprints 
Or.ders for reprints, which are furnished at cost, should 
accompany the original manuscript. 
